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Assyria 
Assyria was an ancient civilization. The Assyrians were Semitic people who lived in what is now 
modern Syria and present-day Iraq before the Arabs came to live in Assyria. Assyria was the 
Akkadian kingdom which extended between the rivers Furat and Dajla. In Syria, most of the 
people speak Arabic, but there are still some people who speak Aramaic which was the Assyrian 
language. 

Assyria was a kingdom which existed between the 23rd century BC and 608 BC. It was built in 
Mesopotamia or what is now modern Iraq on the Tigris River. Assyria was named after the city 
Assur and also called Subartu. Assyria came into existence after the fall of the Akkadian kingdom. 
The Sargon of Akkad tried to unite the different territories and regional leaders who spoke 
Akkadian, but when it fell in 2154 BC, two kingdoms were formed; Assyria, which was in the north, 
and Babylon which was in the south. 

Some other names used for Assyria are: Athura, Asuristan, and Syria. Assyria, in general, can be 
referred to as the geographical area where the Assyrian kingdom flourished, and the descendants 
of the Assyrians still live in these areas. These Assyrians form the minority population of Christians 
in northern Syria, modern Iraq, Turkey, and western Iran. 

Syria 
Syria is formally known as Syrian Arab Republic. It includes some regions of ancient Assyria, the 
coastline of the Eastern Mediterranean, and the Syrian desert. It is situated in western Asia and 
borders the Mediterranean Sea and Lebanon in the west, Iraq in the east, Turkey in the north, 
Israel in the southwest, and Jordan in the south. The capital of Syria is Damascus which is the 
oldest city that has been continuously inhabited.  

Modern-day Syria comprises many ancient kingdoms like: the Ebla civilization, Umayyad 
Caliphate, and Mamluk Sultanate of modern-day Egypt. The population of Syria is 90 per cent 
Muslim, but Muslims are differentiated into 74 per cent Sunni and 13 per cent Shia Muslims. The 
minority is comprised of 10 per cent Christians and 3 per cent Druze. The Christians are 
comprised of ethnic Assyrians, Arab Christians, and Armenians. 
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Religion Explanation 

https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-differences-between-the-Chaldean-and-Assyrian-people 

Chaldeans are simply Assyrians who are also Catholics.  Catholics in Iraq, for example, who are 
in full communion with the Roman Catholic Church since the mid-16th century. But their Church 
is an autonomous "particular church" which uses an East Syrian Rite 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eas... , Chaldean Rite.  As opposed to the Latin/Western/Roman 
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Rite such as most modern Western Catholic Churches use which is, say, specifically,  for 
instance the Mass of Paul VI  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mas... .    
 
Assyrian people more broadly is the wider ethnic group, not just specifically Chaldeans as 
described above.   Many Assyrians are actually probably Orthodox Christians such as Syriac 
Church of Antioch (which is Oriental Orthodox), or Assyrian Church of the East (which is neither 
Orthodox nor Catholic).  
 
Assyrians are a very ancient Semitic-speaking people of the Middle East, originating in ancient 
Mesopotamia (around what are now north Iraq, Syria, general areas, possibly part of what is 
now Turkey as well).   They're Christians of some type or another, almost invariably.   They are 
often very endogamous as far as marriages, even in the diaspora communities. Traditional 
families may not necessarily always welcome "out-marriage" to a non-Assyrian and or non-
Christian.  Plus they may have particular dating or marriage norms which might be followed too 
like the meshemeytha  http://www.aina.org/articles/yoa...  -- a social ritual of sorts which 
technically should be done before any family-approved "dating" or socializing between the 
couple occurs (on the link,  see: "Betrothal and Marriage" section).      
 
They are neither Arabs, nor Kurds, nor Turks, but a separate ethnic group entirely.   Some self-
identify based on nationality (Iraqi, for instance), some along religious lines (as Chaldean is 
arguably as much or more a religious designation as an ethnic one really).    They speak Arabic 
however, generally, in so far as originating from Arabic-speaking countries (Iraq, Syria, 
etc.).   But also speak Neo-Aramaic languages dialects as well. 

Language Information 

http://www.ehow.com/about_6643576_aramaic-vs_-arabic.html  

Arabic and Aramaic are Semitic languages, both originating in the Middle East. Though they are 
linguistically related, with similar vocabulary, pronunciation and grammatical rules, these 
languages differ from one another in many ways. Aside from linguistics, the greatest difference 
between these languages is the historical roles they have played. 

Semitic Languages 

 Semitic languages have a unique vocabulary system. Verbs and nouns have a three-
consonant "root," meaning every word with those three consonants is conceptually 
related. Students of Semitic languages can guess the meaning of new vocabulary by 
identifying these root letters. Arabic and Aramaic share this quality, along with other 
Semitic languages, such as Hebrew, and the Ethiopian languages of Amharic and 
Tigrinya. 

Writing Systems 

 Arabic and Aramaic each have their own alphabets. Both alphabets are classified as 
consonant alphabets, meaning that consonants are spelled out, but little to no vowel 
indication is provided. Arabic is only written with the Arabic script, except in 
transliteration for language learners, or to adapt to modern technology, such as online 
chat or text messaging. Aramaic has been written using many scripts over the years, 
including Latin, Hebrew, Syriac and Cyrillic. The early Aramaic script is no longer in use. 
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Aramaic and Christianity 

 Though most of the Old and New Testament are written in Hebrew, many passages are 
found in Aramaic. Aramaic is believed to be the language spoken by Jesus and his 
apostles. For this reason, Aramaic is still used to some extent as a liturgical language by 
Christians in several Middle Eastern countries. Mel Gibson insisted his actors speak in 
Aramaic when filming his controversial 2004 film, "The Passion of the Christ." 

Arabic and Islam 

 Arabic is the language of Islam. The holy book of Islam, the Qur'an, is written in Arabic. 
All Muslims are expected to be able to read the Qur'an in Arabic. A large population of 
the world's Muslims do not speak Arabic as a first language, but because of its central 
role in the religion of Islam, Arabic is studied and understood to a degree by Muslims the 
world over. 

Prevalence 

 The Arabic language is spoken by a large population of the world. The 22 countries in 
the Arab League count Arabic as an official or co-official language. Efforts are being 
made by the United States government to increase the number of Arabic speakers in the 
U.S. through several programs, such as the Critical Languages Scholarship. Aramaic 
has been replaced by other languages in different areas over time, meaning the current 
population of speakers is quite low. People do continue to study Aramaic for cultural 
purposes, and several options exist for those interested in studying Aramaic. 
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Assyrian / Neo-Assyrian (Lišānā Āshûrāya / ܐ ܼܝܲ
ܵ
ܸܠܵܫܵܢܐ ܵܐ݂ܬܼܘܪ ) 

Assyrian / Neo-Assyrian is spoken by some 3 million people in parts of Iran, Iraq, Turkey and 

Syria, and among the Assyrian diaspora mainly in the USA and Europe. Assyrian is also known 

as Assyrian Neo-Aramaic.  

The Assyrian language and it's dialects are usually classified as belonging to the Aramaic 

branch of Semitic languages, which belong to the Afro-Asiatic language family. The better term 

for it would be "Ashuric" or "Ashuro-Mesopotamian", however scholars are still debating its 

proper classification. Assyrian prefer not to use the term Semitic as it is a religiously-based term 

which derives from the Greek form (Σημ - Sēm) of Shem, one of the sons of Noah in the Bible, 

and the Assyrians predate Shem by thousands of years, thus predating the term Semitic itself.  

Assyrian / Neo-Assyrian is usually written in the madnhāyā version of the Syriac alphabet. Ways 

of writing the language with the Latin and Cyrillic alphabets were developed in the Soviet Union 

during the 1930s.  
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Eastern Syriac script for Assyrian / Neo-Assyrian (Ālafbēṯ Maḏĕnḥāyā / ݂ܕܢܵܚܵܝܐ ܦܹܒܝ݂ܬ݂ ܼܡܲ
ܲ
ܵܐܼܠ ) 

This chart shows the main letters used to write Assyrian/Neo-Assyrian with their names and 

pronunciation in the IPA, and their Latin transliteration.  

 

 

Esṭrangelā Syriac script for Assyrian/Neo-Assyrian (Ālafbêṯ Esṭrangelā / ܐܠܦܒܝܬ ܐܣܛܪܢܓܐܠ ) 

 



Cyrillic alphabet for Assyrian / Neo-Assyrian (Лышана Атураја) 
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